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References to particular products, patents trademarks, service marks, 
services, companies and/or organizations in this presentation are for 
illustrative and educational purposes only and do not constitute or imply 
endorsement by the U.S. Government, the U.S. Department of Commerce, 
and the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, or any other federal agency.

Disclaimer



Discussion Topics

• What is intellectual property (IP)?
– Trade secrets, copyrights, trademarks, patents

• Searching Patents
• USPTO Resources
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Overview of IP: types
• Patents

– Protects inventions
– Source: U.S. Const., Art. 1, Sec. 8

• Trademarks
– Protects marks in commerce that indicate the source or origin of goods or services
– Source: Federal, State, and Common Law

• Copyrights
– Protects original (art) works fixed in a tangible medium
– Source U.S. Const., Art. I, Sec. 8

• Trade Secrets
– Protects commercially valuable information
– Source: State and Common law
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Types of intellectual property

©®
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Overview of intellectual property
Utility/Plant Patent Design Patent Trade Secrets Copyrights Trademarks

What is 
protected

Inventions – process, 
machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter 

Ornamental design 
embodied in, or applied 
to, an article of 
manufacture

Commercially valuable 
information (e.g., 
formulas, techniques, 
processes)

Forms of creative 
expression, in an all-
encompassing sense –
original works fixed in a 
tangible medium

Marks in commerce that 
indicate the source or 
origin of goods or 
services

Protects
Against…

Making, using, selling, 
offering for sale, and 
importing into the U.S.

Making, using, selling, 
offering for sale, and 
importing into the U.S.

Misappropriations
Copying, performing, 
displaying, and creating 
derivative works

Using a mark in a way 
that causes likelihood of 
confusion

Endures 
until…

Generally, from the patent
grant date to 20 years from 
the earliest effective U.S. 
filing date

15 years from patent 
grant date for 
applications filed on or 
after May 13, 2015

Publicly disclosed

The life of the author 
+70 years for works 
created on or after 
1/1/78

Abandoned or loss of 
distinctiveness or 
secondary meaning

Rights of 
Independent 
Third Party 
Creators

None None Full Full None

Examples Coca Cola 
formula
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Patents
A U.S. patent is
• A property right granted by the United States government to an inventor

• To exclude others from making, using, offering for sale, or selling the 
invention throughout the United States or importing the invention into the 
United States

• For a limited time in exchange for public disclosure 
of the invention

• Patent term, generally

– Plant or utility patent: 20 years from the date on which the application for 
the patent was filed in the United States 

– Design patent:  15 years from the date of patent grant

The U.S. patent system provides innovators with exclusive rights–for a 
limited period of time–to their inventions, which permits them to raise 
capital, build their businesses, and bring new, innovative products and 
services to the marketplace.  
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The examination process
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First 
examination

Second 
examination

Appeal 
process

Notice of 
allowance

Rejection

Amendment

Appeal brief

Allowance Primary statutory 
requirements:

• 35 USC 101: Is the invention 
based on eligible subject 
matter?

• 35 USC 102: Is the invention 
truly novel?

• 35 USC 103: Is the invention 
non-obvious?

• 35 USC 112: Has the inventor 
fully disclosed the invention, 
and how to make it?



Searching Patents



Patent Example
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Patent Public Search Tool

• Convenient, robust full-text search of US patents 
and published patent applications
– Free, cloud-based platform available to all users via the 

internet, with no account necessary
• Combines capabilities of legacy search tools and 

is based on the current search tools used by 
USPTO patent examiners

• https://ppubs.uspto.gov/pubwebapp/
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Search Resources

• Other USPTO resources
– Public Search Facilities and Patent and Trademark 

Resource Centers (PTRCs) 
https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/support-
centers/patent-and-trademark-resource-centers-ptrcs

– Cooperative Patent Classification (CPC) Index:  
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/cpc/ht
ml/cpc.html

– United States Patent Classification (USPC) Index (G):  
https://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/uspcin
dex/indexg.htm
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Search Resources (cont.)
• Examples of external resources:
– Google Patents: 

https://patents.google.com/advanced
– Espacenet: https://worldwide.espacenet.com/
– Patentscope: https://patentscope.wipo.int
– IPC Scheme (searchable): https://ipcpub.wipo.int/
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IPC Scheme
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IPC Scheme
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USPC Scheme
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Example 1
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US patent number: 
0053561 A

USPC:
273/243 - Chance device controls 
amount or direction of movement 
of piece
283/49 - Printed Matter: Game

CPC:
A 63 F 3/00006 - Board games 
played along a linear track, e.g. 
game of goose, snakes and 
ladders, along an endless track



Example 2
US patent number: 
US 0524212 A

USPC: 
273/160 - Mortised blocks, 
D21/479 - Interfitting
elements (e.g., take apart 
and put together)  

CPC: 
A 63 F 9/12 - Three-
dimensional jig-saw puzzles
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Example 3
US patent number: 
US 0748626 A

USPC: 
273/256 - Property or 
commodity transactions

CPC: 
A 63 F 3/00072 - Board games 
concerning economics or finance, 
e.g. trading; played along an 
endless track, e.g. monopoly
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Example 4
US patent number: 
US 0779861 A

USPC: 
273/156 - Take-
aparts and put-
togethers

CPC: 
A 63 F 9/12 - Three-
dimensional jig-saw 
puzzles
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Example 5
US patent number: 
US 952939 A

USPC: 
273/303 - Suits

CPC: 
A 63 F 1/02 -
Cards; Special 
shapes of cards
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Example 6
US patent number: 
US D051623 S

USPC: 
D21/360 - GAME OR 
GAMBLING ARTICLE: 
Board or surface: 
Simulative: Animate
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Example 7
US patent number: 
US 1903661 A

USPC: 
273/248 - Race to a finish (e.g., 
backgammon)

CPC: 
A 63 F 3/00088 - Board games 
concerning traffic or travelling
A 63 F 3/00006 - Board games 
played along a linear track, e.g. 
game of goose, snakes and 
ladders, along an endless track
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Example 8
US patent number: 
US 2026082 A

USPC: 
273/256 - Property or commodity 
transactions
D21/350 - Board or surface; Simulative

CPC: 
A 63 F 3/00072 - played along an 
endless track, e.g. monopoly
A 63 F 3/00006 - Board games played 
along a linear track, e.g. game of goose, 
snakes and ladders, along an endless 
track
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Example 9

26

US patent number: 
US 3298692 A
USPC: 
446/169 - For moving figure or figure portion
446/102 - Having parts assembled for relative movement
273/276 - Construction or assembly games
CPC: 
A 63 F 9/00 - Games not otherwise provided for
A 63 F 7/3622 - Specially shaped rolling boards for the 
balls, e.g. ball tracks
A 63 F 3/00895 - Accessories for board games
A 63 F 3/00006 - Board games played along a linear 
track, e.g. game of goose, snakes and ladders, along an 
endless track



Example 10
US patent number: 
US 3485496 A

USPC: 
273/157R - Geometrical figures, pictures, and maps 
446/110 - CONSTRUCTION TOY: Including connectable panels or 
strips: And door, window or perfecting structure for building

CPC: 
G 09 B 1/36 - Manually or mechanically operated educational 
appliances using elements forming, or bearing, symbols, signs, 
pictures, or the like which are arranged or adapted to be arranged 
in one or more particular ways: comprising elements to be used 
without a special support: the elements being connectible by 
corresponding projections and recesses
A 63 F 9/10 - Two-dimensional jig-saw puzzles
A 63 F 9/12 - Three-dimensional jig-saw puzzles
A 63 F 2009/1248 - with a final configuration representing a 
house or other building
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Example 11
US patent number: 
US 4378116 A

USPC: 
273/153S - Shifting movement

CPC: 
A 63 F 9/0834 - Puzzles provided 
with elements movable in relation, {i.e. 
movably connected}, to each other: 
Three-dimensional puzzles with 
slidable or rotatable elements or 
groups of elements, the main 
configuration remaining unchanged, 
e.g. Rubik's cube: comprising only two 
layers, e.g. with eight elements
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Example 12
US patent number: 
US 5681041 A

USPC: 
273/157R - Geometrical figures, pictures, and 
maps
D21/615 - Animate Figure: Dinosaur or dragon
428/16 - THREE DIMENSION IMITATION OR 
"TREATED" NATURAL PRODUCT: Fauna
273/160 - Mortised blocks
446/114 - Connected with adjacent edges 
transversely oriented
428/33 - PLURAL PARTS WITH EDGES OR 
TEMPORARY JOINING MEANS EACH 
COMPLEMENTARY TO OTHER
446/377 - Having movably joined body parts: 
Walking

CPC: 
A 63 F 9/12 - Three-dimensional jig-saw puzzles
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USPTO Resources



www.uspto.gov

Easy access 
to COVID-19 
relief and support

Entrance into 
education for 
inventors, 
entrepreneurs, 
start-ups, kids,
and teachers.

Find direct 
resources
in your 
geographic 
location.
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www.uspto.gov

Link for information 
page with Patent Public 
Search link and PTRC 
locations

Directory of support 
centers including Public 
search facility, Trademark 
Assistance, and Inventor 
Assistance information 
pages
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Monday – Friday, 
8:30 a.m. – 8 p.m. ET, 
except federal holidays

• 800-PTO-9199 
(800-786-9199)

• 571-272-1000

TTY customers can dial 
800-877-8339 for 
customer assistance

The Inventors Assistance Center (IAC) 
provides patent information and 
services to the public. The IAC is 
staffed by former supervisory patent 
examiners and experienced former 
primary examiners who answer general 
questions concerning patent 
examining policy and procedure.

Inventors Assistance Center (IAC)

https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/support-centers/inventors-assistance-
center-iac
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Trademark Assistance Center (TAC)

• Provides general information about the registration process
• Responds to status inquiries
• Hours of Operation

– 8:30 a.m. – 8 p.m. (ET), Monday through Friday
• Phone

– (571) 272-9250 (press 0) or (800) 786-9199 (press 1)
• Email

– TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov
• Webpage: www.uspto.gov/TrademarkAssistance
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Resource Website

Utility patent application guide www.uspto.gov/patents/resources/types/utility.jsp

Patent process www.uspto.gov/patents/process

Patent search guide www.uspto.gov/patents/process/search

Inventor and entrepreneur resources www.uspto.gov/inventors

Pro se assistance www.uspto.gov/ProSePatents

Micro entity Information www.uspto.gov/PatentMicroentity

General Information: 1-800-PTO-9199

Other USPTO resources

35

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/resources/types/utility.jsp
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/process
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/process/search
http://www.uspto.gov/inventors
http://www.uspto.gov/ProSePatents
http://www.uspto.gov/PatentMicroentity


Thank you!

www.uspto.gov
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